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Overview
• What is a Greenhouse Gas Offset?

• Who is The Climate Trust?

• Characteristics of a Good Offset Project



What is a Greenhouse 
Gas Offset? 

An Environmental Commodity

• Results from a specific project 

• The offset is used as a 
“compensating equivalent”



The Basic Promise of an Offset 
A “Compensating Equivalent” to Onsite Reductions
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Who is The Climate Trust? • A pioneering non-profit organization 
in the greenhouse gas offset market

• A leader in promoting offset quality

• One of largest offset buyers in US 
Only state-recognized supplier of 
regulatory-grade offsets

• Experienced offset practitioner
Diverse Portfolio: 16 projects, $8.8 million 
in funding, 2.6 million tons of CO2 offset.





WindWind

Streamside Streamside 
ReforestationReforestation

CogenerationCogeneration

Diverse, High Quality Offset Portfolio 
A Sampling of Our 16 Projects

Blended CementBlended Cement

Truck Stop Truck Stop 
Idle ReductionIdle Reduction

Industrial EfficiencyIndustrial Efficiency

Energy Efficiency

Traffic Signal Traffic Signal 
OptimizationOptimization

Rainforest Rainforest 
ReforestationReforestation



Two Key Components 
of an Offset Project

• Additionality
• Monitoring and Verification



Quality Offsets: 
Additionality

• “Additional”: mitigation measures 
that occur as a result of offset 
project funding

• Project must be “in addition to” 
business-as-usual



• Intangible commodity: proper 
quantification is essential

• Monitoring and Verification Plan
• Clean Development 

Mechanism’s AM0036

• Third party verification

Quality Offsets: 
Monitoring and 

Verification



Boiler Retrofit
• Fuels for Schools Program
• Fuel switch from fossil fuels to 

“carbon neutral” biomass residues
• 59,000 metric tons CO2

What is an Offset? (in practice) 
Emission Reduction From a Specific Project



Thank You!

Matt Tidwell
Offset Portfolio Coordinator
mtidwell@climatetrust.org
503-238-1915 ext. 209
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